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REPORT OF SHIP'S HISTORY
PART 1

CHRONOLOGY OF HIGHLIGHTS, CALENDAR YEAR 1971

1o diEn = B AT Regular Overhaul, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard.
16 = 17 Mar Sea Qualification Test.
27 Mar Change of Command. CDR James J. CLARKIN, USN,

relieved CDR John E. ARNOLD, USN, as Commanding
Officer, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG 14).

SEApT =6 May Technical Availability, Pearl Harbor Naval
Shipyard. Commenced CNO Project D/S 548
Tartar Missile System Digital Update.

IS A Sea Qualification Test.

26 - 28 Apr Sea Qualification Test; FORACS.

3 - 6 May At sea, Pacific Missile Range, Hawaii. Fired
i two Tartar Missiles.

6 May Completed SQT of Tartar Digital Missile

System. NSMSES certification of Tartar Digital
Missile System.

ey TN T Conducted CNO Project D/S 548 in local
Hawaiian Operating Areas and PMR, Hawaii.
Conducted twenty-seven Tartar and Standard
Missile firings.

10 - 11 .Jun Participated in Operation Commando Canine,
(Joint Air Defense Exercise).

11 - 13 Jun Port visit Nawilliwilli Harbor, Kauai. First
Naval ship to visit Nawilliwilli in three
years. ;

14 Jun Dependents Cruise from Kauai to Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii.

14 Jul Secretary of the Navy, John CHAFEE made a
brief tour of USS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG 16).

16 Jul - 15 Aug Inport Pearl Harbor, Hawaii for upkeep and

: maintenance alongside the USS BRYCE CANYON
[EADSS G
16 Aug - 30 Sep Assigned to T.U. 54.3 for Refresher Training

conducted with Fleet Training Group, Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.

L5 24 Sep Assigned to special sea operation, tracking
Soviet Qut of Area Group.

1 8ep - 3 Dct Inport Pearl Harbor, Hawaii for upkeep and
maintenance.

150t = T IcE Participated in CONVEX 3-71.

B = e e Inport Pearl Harbor, Hawaii for upkeep and
maintenance, shipyard availability.

A= Bl Dec Inport Pearl Harbor, Hawaii to prepare for

OQVerscas movement.
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REPORT OF SHIP'S HISTORY
PART II
BASTC NARRATIVE

1. COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND RELATIONS

A. Commander John E. ARNOLD, USN, was relieved as Commanding
Officer, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG 16) by Commander James J. CLARKIN
o - 2% Mzeveh 1971,

B. During 1971, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS was home ported in Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.

C. At the end of 1971, ship's company on board USS JOSEPH
STRAUSS was composed of 20 officers and 297 enlisted men.

D. From 10 December 1971, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS was flagship
for Commander Destroyer Squqd“cﬁ THIRTY-THREE.

Z. OFERATTIONS

The year 1971 provided a good deal of time for much neseded
overhaul, upkeep and maintenance for USS JOSEPH STRAUSS. The
year began with JOSEPH STRAUSS in the Pearl Harbor Nawval Ship
Yard Dry Dock undergoing a regular scheduled overhaul. The

overhaul period was completed 9 April. ErnﬁT
i | _.n- ."'"
Commander John E. ARNOLD, USN, was relleved 2| Eoﬁpﬁ ding
Officer by Commander James J. CHnRHTH, USN, 1n—ceremoﬁ1 taking

place on 27 March. CDR Arnold completed a nineteen® mﬂnth tour
as Commanding Officer.

On S April, JOSEFPH STRAUSS began a period of ship yard
technical availability and commenced CNO Project D/S 548,
Tartar Missile System Digital Update. NSMSES prowided technical
assistance and closely monitored D/S 548.

JOSEPH STRAUSS conducted sea gqualification tests 13 - 14
April and 26 - 28 April and completed the FORACS Range test
during the latter. The period 3 - 6 May found JOSEPH STRAUSS
at PFR Hawaii eonductlﬁg migsgile firing exercises. Two Tartar
Flbblles were firad.

On 6 May, NSMSES certified the Tartar Digital Missile System
on board after completion of sea gqualification test on the system.

From 7 May - 15 July JOSEPH STRAUSS put in long hours while
operating in local Hawaiian OP Areas and at PMR, Hawaii while
conducting CNO Project D/S 5u48. EJPlﬂU tn*a pEHloc twenty-seven
Tartar and Standard Missiles were firEgiaf ¢agigus teats
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conducted in conjunction with DfS 548. During one test, a
Tartar Missile was fired in the surface mode and destroyed
a surface target.

A brief interlude for relaxation was provided 11 - 13
June when JOSEPH STRAUSS visited Nawilliwilli, Kauai. On 10 -
11 June, and while enroute to Nawilliwilli on 11 June, JOSEPH
STRAUSS participated in Exercise Commando Canine, a joint Navy,
Air Force air defense exercise. The visit to Kauai was the
first one by a U.S. Navy ship in three years. The men of JOSEPH
STRAUSS and their families were seen on all parts of the island.
The three day visit was concluded when the men and their families
boarded STRAUSS for the five hour trip to Pearl Harbor.

On 14 July, the Secretary of the Navy, John CHAFEE, visited
JOSEPH STRAUSS and several other ships inport Pearl Harbor.

The period 16 July - 15 August found JOSEPH STRAUSS
alongside the USS BRYCE CANYON (AD 36) for a period of upkeep
and maintenance,

JOSEPH STRAUSS was assigned to Task Unit 54.3 for Refresher
Training conducted by Fleet Traiming Group, Pearl Harbor from
15 August to 24 September. The weeks of training during REFTRA
were filled with long hard days for all hands. On 15 September
as JOSEPH STRAUSS completed the mid-term battle problem, she
was assigned to a task unit consisting of USS CHARLES BERRY
(DE 1035) and USS CHIPOLA (AO 63) for spgecial operations at sea.
JOSEPH STRAUSS returned to port long enqugh ‘tg put the Fleet
Training Group Observers ashore and prcgeed /as dlrecﬁﬁg to track
and observe the Soviet Out of Area Group. ‘Fhe SDOA ! Grﬂup COIL-
sisted of two "F" class submarines, one Kotlin classt BD, one
Krupny class DDG, one Kresta class CLG one AO, [Khltomlrj, and
one AS (Urga). On 24 September JOSEPH STRAUSS returned to Pearl
Harbor. Refresher Training was completed on 30 September followed
by a short periocd, 1 - 4 October; upkeep and maintenance.

JOSEPH STRAUSS participated in CONVEX 3-71 on 4 - 7 October.

Upon return to Pearl Harbor, JOSEPH STRAUSS beg#n an ex-
tended period of shipyard availability, 7 October to 26 December.
During this period the men of the Engineering Department con-
tinually worked overtime to make major repairs to the ship's
engineering plant. Other departments aboard the ship used the
extended inport period to prepare for deployment to WESTPAC (late
January 1972). A period of upkeep and maintenance brought 1571
to an end.




A. REPORT OF SHIP'S HISTORY - ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

STRAUSS began the year high and dry in drydock #4 of Pearl
Harbor Naval Ship Yard. ©She was undergoing regular overhaul,
her second since ccmmissicning. In addition to the Tartar
Digital Update, extensive engineering work was performed,
predominately in the firerooms. Second pass superheater tubes
were replaced with stainless steel tubes in 1B boiler. Due to
the nonavailability of stainless steel tubes for other boilers,
chrome molly tubes were installed in the superheater of 1A, 2A,
and 2B boilers. Other major boiler work included entire
replacement of the "D" row of tubes in 1B boiler and the entire
rear in 2B boiler. Due to many bends in the rear wall tubes,
it was necessary to cut access holes as high as the 01 level
to get the rear wall tubes into the after firercoms. The
automatic controls for all four boilers were coverhauled and
a new calibration board was installed in the Automatic Combustion
Control Shop to facilitate ship's force repair and calibration
of the wvarious system components. STRAUSS completed overhaul on
8§ April and launched intc a lengthy checkout pericd for the new
missile fire control system.

After the post overhaul, bugs were checked out, the plant
performed reliably in support of the Tartar check-out program.
Almost immediately upon completing the missile sheots, the ship
commenced Refresher Training. The Engineering Department gained
considerable training during the period; of particular value
was the damage control team training.

Upon completion of Refresher Training, further major
fireroom work was required to prepare STRAUSS for her upcoming
deployment. The steam seals were replaced on all forced draft
blowers; steam and air seals were replaced on all feed pumps.
The feed pump work evolved into a major problem. Final
resolution was not achieved until the seals were individually
machined and custom fitted tc each pump. The year ended with
the engineering plant ready for deployment. Although the feed
pump work extended right up until deployment, STRAUSS was
ready and eager to steam west when called.




B. REPORT OF SHIP'S HISTORY - WEAPONS

Calender year 1971 showed significant improvements to the
weapons system on board. During the overhaul period the Tartar
Digital Update was incorporated into the missile system,
standard missile capabilities were inccrporated in the MK 13
Missile Launching System. The AN/SPA-39A Radar System and
antenna were overhauled, and both 5"/54 Gun Mounts were replaced

with refurbished mounts.

The Tartar Digital Update was certified by NSMSES on 6
May. CNO Project D/S 548, designed to test the updated Tartar
System began 9 April upon completion of the overhaul period
and continued through 15 July. During extensive operatiaas
in loecal Hawaiian Operating Areas and the Pacific Missile Range,
Kauai in support of D/S 548, JOSEPH STRAUSS conducted twenty-seven
improved Tartar and Standard missile firing without a failure
attributable to systems malfunctiening.

For scores cobtained in several competitive exercises conducted
during Refresher Training, COMCRUDESPAC awarded A/S Division with
the ASW "A" for 1971. Four exercise torpedces and two ASROC's
were fired. The missile "E" was also awarded by COMCRUDESPAC
to Fox Division for excellence, in that STRAUSS fired a total
of twenty-seven IT/SM missiles successfully this year.

=




C. REPORT OF SHIP'S HISTORY - SUPPLY

The 1971 Annual Supply Inspection of USS JOSEPH STRAUSS
(DDG 16) was conducted on 17 and 18 May 1971. The results
indicated that the Supply Department was continuing to provide
excellent service. The grades were as follows: overall grade
E2eNCISE B G e el S S V] O e

The annual unannounced review of the Disbursing Officer's
Account was performed by U. S. Navy Regional Finance Center,
Pearl Harbor on 11 November 1971. This review consisted of
an evaluation of those aspects of disbursing functions
considered fundamental to the fidelity of disbursing performance.
No disecrepancies were noted.

The Supply Department was awarded the Blue "E" by Commander
Cruiser-Destroyer Force, Pacific Fleet signifying departmental
excellence as a result of these scores received during the 1971
competitive cycle.

on
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R e g upon removal of enclosure (1))
From: Commanding Officer, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG 16)
Tos: Director of Naval History (OP 09B%2), Washington

Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. 20390
Subj: OPNAV Report 5750-1; forwarding of
Ref: (a) OPMNAVINST 5750.12E
Encl: (1) Ship's History for Calendar Year 1972,

Parts I, II, and III (Chronology, Narrative,
Documentary Annexes)

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1)
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S. P. DANIELS
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REPORT OF SHIP'S HISTORY
PART I

CHRONOLOGY OF HIGHLIGHTS, CALENDAR YEAR 1972

1l JAN - 17 JAN POM, Pearl Harbor Nawval Shipyard
18 JAN - 21 JAN Underway for local sea trials
22 JAN - 26 JAN Upkeep/Maintenance, Pearl Harbor
27 JAN Depart Pearl Harbor enroute Western
Pacific
4 FEB Inchop to SEVENTH Fleet
4 FEBE - 10 FEB Enroute Subic Bay, Philippines
11 FEB - 12 FEB Upkeep Subic Bay
13 FEB - 14 FEB Enroute Vietnam Gunline
15 FEB - 16 MAR Vietnam Gunline vicinity of DMZ.
Assigned TU 70.8.9. CTU 70.8.9
embarked
16 MAR - 17 MAR Enroute Kachsiung, Taiwan
17 MAR Assigned Task Group 72.1 with CTG 72.1
embarked
18 MAR - 26 MAR Upkeep Kaohsiung
27 MAR - 28 MAR Enroute Gulf of Tonkin
29 MAR = 30 MAR Assigned Task Unit 77.8.2 as escort of
USS CORAL SEA. CTU 77.8.2 embarked
31 MAR - 4 APR Vietnam Gunline, TU 70.8.9
5 APR - 7 APR Assigned TU 77.1.2 (Freedom Train),
CTU 77.1.2 embarked
8 APR - 11 APER Assigned TU 77.1.2 (Freedom Train),
cro 77.1.0/CT0 77.1.2 embarked
12 APR - 15 APR Assigned TU 77.1.1 (Freedom Train),
cCTU 77.1.0/CT0 77.1.1 embarked
16 APR - 20 APR Tender Availability Danang (night steam
after 1800 each day)
21l APR - 24 APR Assigned Vietnam Gunline, TU 70.8.9.
CTU 70.8.9 embarked
25 APR - 27 APR Enroute Subic Bay
28 APR - 8 MAY Upkeep Subic Bay
9 MAY - 10 MAY Enroute Gulf of Tonkin
11 MAY - 17 MAY Assigned TU 77.2.2 (Notifiecation Line).
CTU 77.2.2 embarked
18 MAY - 22 MAY Assigned TO 77.0.3 (South SAR). CTU
; 77.0.3 embarked
23 MAY - 4 JUN Assigned TU 77.1.2 {Linebacker)
5 JUN Enroute Vietnam Gunline { :
6 JUN - 19 JUNH 3551gneu Vietnam Gunline TU. d0. E 92,
in vicinity of DMZ i
20 JUN - 23 JUN Enroute Sasebo, Japan

24 JUN - 30 JUN Upkeep Sasebo

———
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23

JUL
JUL

JUL

JUL
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
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14
25
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15
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22
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AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG

SEP
DEC
NOV

DEC
DEC

DEC
DEC

DEC

Enroute Gulf of Tonkin

Assigned Vietnam Gunline TU 70.8.9
in vicinity of DMZ

Assigned TU 70.8.2 (Gunline
Support in Military Region 2 in
support of 22nd ARVN Operation 22-18).
CTU 70.8.2 embarked

Assigned TU 70.8.9 in vicinity of DMZ
Enroute Hong Kong

Inport Hong Kong

Enroute Sublic Bay

Upkeep Subic Bay

Enroute Pearl Harbor

Arrive Pearl Harbor

Leave/Upkeep Pearl Harbor

RAV Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard

Mavy Technical Proficiency Inspection
(NTPI)

Inport Pearl Harbor

Type Training, local operation areas
and Pacific Missile Range, Kauai.
Inport Pearl Harbor

Combat Systems Readiness Test, Pearl
Harbor

Leave/Upkeep Pearl Harbor

)

* Enclosure (1) 4 © %=




HIP'S HISTORY
PART 11

BASIC NARRATIVE

1. COMMAND ORGANIZATION AND RELATION

a. Commander James J. CLARKEN, USN, was relieved
as Commanding Officer, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG 16)
by Lieutenant Commander Shane P. DANIELS, USN, on
17 May 1972.

b. During 1972, USS5 JOSEPH STRAUSS was home ported
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

¢. At the end of 1972, ship's company onboard USS
JOSEPH STRAUSS was composed of 21 officers and 289 enlisted
men -

d. During all of 1972, with the exception of the
period 19 June to 17 July, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS served as
the flagship for Commander Destroyer Sguadron THIRTY-THREE.

2. SUMMARY OF QPERATIONS

The year 1972 proved to be an extremely demanding one
for the USS JOSEPH STRAUSS as seven out of the twelve
months were spent in the Western Pacific during the
height of the North Vietnamese offensive in South Vietnam.

The year began with USS JOSEPH STRAUSS in Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard receiving some much needed work
in the Engineering plant in preparation for the
forthcoming deployment. The ship departed the shipyard
on 18 January for local sea trials for the purpose of
testing the engineering plant and the weapons systems
before deploying on 27 January. JOSEPH STRAUSS commenced
her deployment to the Western Pacific on 27 January
in company with USS SAMPLE (DE 1048), USS WHIPPLE (DE 1062)
and USS OUELLET (DE 1077). Commander Destroyer Squadron
THIRTY-THREE, Captain William S. LEWIS was embarked on
JOSEPH STRAUSS.

The ship made two refueling stops in Midway Island
and Guam before arriving in Subic Bay, Philippines on 'the
10th of February. After receiving additional supplies
and ammunition while in Subic Bay, the ship departed the
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Philippines omn 13 February for the Vietnam Gunline in /
the vicinity of the DMZ. JOSEPH STRAUSS arrived on the
gunline on 15 February and immediately began providing
support for U. 5. Marines located at various fire bases
just south of the DMZ,

At this time there were only two ships located on
the gunline at the DMZ. No one could predict that it
would swell to over fifteen cruisers and destroyers in
the short span of four months. Commodore LEWIS assumed
the role of Commander Task Unit 70.8.9 as soon as JOSEPH
STRAUSS arrived on the gunline.

Most of the gunfire into South Vietnam during this
initial gunline period was interdiction and harassment
fire. Targets consisted mainly of supply depots and
ammunition caches used by Communist forces in guerilla
operations south of the DMZ. Most of the ship's call-
for-fire missions were received from Fire Base Alpha
2, a fire base that we would encounter again after the
start of the North Vietnamese invasion.

USS JOSEPH STRAUSS departed the gunline on 16 March
enroute to Kaohsiung, Taiwan for a tender availability
with the USS SAMUEL GOMPERS. The ship spent the week
of 18-26 March in Kaohsiung alongside the tender receiving
necessary maintenance. In addition, the crew had a
chance for some rest and relaxation after what was then
considered a long 31 days on the line.

USS JOSEPH STRAUSS departed Kaohsiung on 26 March
with the crew expecting twenty days of carrier operations
to be followed by upcoming liberty in Thailand and
Singapore. These plans would soon be altered. The ship
only spent two days escorting the USS CORAL SEA and then
was recalled to the gunline near the DMZ. The North
Vietnamese invasion had begun and STRAUSS' guns were
sorely needed to provide support for the fire bases
south of the DMZ that were in danger of being overrun.
At the time of our arrival, there were five American
advisors at Fire base A-2 attached to the First Military
Assistance Command in Military Region I.

JOSEPH STRAUSS contacted the spotter at FSB A-2
as soon as she arrived offshore around 2330 on 30 March,
and was immediately assigned targets. During the next
twenty-four hours the STRAUSS, alone, provided 443 rounds
of 5" gunfire in support of the troops at A-2,, Most of
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the targets consisted of active enemy rocket sights that
were firing upon the firebase. Numerous times the ship
had to open fire within one minute of receiving the call
for fire in order to suppress rocket sights firing on
the Marines. During the next several days, enemy
activity remained heavy with several firebases in the
area of the DMZ receiving great amounts of mortar and
rocket fire.

On the 1lst of April, Firebase A-2 was completely
surrounded by the invading North Vietnamese and a
helicopter rescue was ordered. JOSEPH STRAUSS was
directed to provide suppression fire during the
evacuation. The advancing enemy made it necessary for
the Marine spotter to request naval gunfire to within
1000 vyards from his position and STRAUSS delivered
them on target. The excited spotter continually

exclaimed "beautiful shooting™ as he watched the rounds
land.

Later on the 1lst of April, after the evacuation had
been completed, STRAUSS was the first ship to receive
hestile fire from the invading North Vietnamese. At
the time, the ship was positioned about 5000 yards from
the beach, firing at pre-selected targets in the DMZ,.

She was bracketed both athwartships and longitudinally

by at least 14 rounds of either 105 mm or 130 mm artillery
before being able to clear the area. Water explosions
were cbserved at distances from 50 to 700 yards from the
ship.

JOSEPH STRAUSS continued to support U. S. Military
advisors and Third ARVN Division with gunfire in the
vicinity of Dong Ha, Cua Viet Naval Base, and along Route
One north of Dong Ha to the DMZ until the 5th of april.
During this six day period assigned to CTU 70.8.9, the
ship fired 1580 5" /54 projectiles into Quang Tri Province
and the DMZ. During that period poor weather all but
eliminated effective air strikes and naval gunfire from
STRAUSS and two other DDG's was credited with preventing
Quang Tri province from being completely overrun at that
time.

On 5 April, JOSEPH STRAUSS was once again called
upon to change her operations and was assigned to CTU
77.1.1. This operation, called Freedom Trdin., initially
consisted of four destroyers which were tp start




coordinated attacks on mfi?%ary targets north of the

17th parallel in North Vietnam that evening. 1In
addition, one destroyer was selected to make an

immediate strike on a surface-to-air missile site located
inside North Vietnam. Since the other units of Freedom
Train were engaged in underway replenishments, STRAUSS
was assigned the mission. Within an hour the ship was
closing the coast and opened fire on the SAM site and
another assigned target, the Route One bridge over the
Ben Hai River. Aerial photography later reported one

of the few Gun Damage Assessments received during Freedom
Train operations: the SAM site had been completely
destroyed. This was the first naval gunfire into North
Vietnam in over four years.

During the next ten days, JOSEPH STRAUSS averaged
three multi-target strikes per day against targets inside
North Vietnam. Strikes through the 1lth of April were
centered around the town of Dong Hoi, with such targets
as the airfield, SAM sites, AA batteries, fire control
radars and coastal defense sites. Some counter fire was
received on most strikes with the heaviest and most
accurate being on the 8th during an attack on SAM sites
just outside Dong Hoi. Several rounds landed close
abeoard, sending vibrations through the hull and splashing
water up onto the bridge wings. Operations continued,
and later that day STRAUSS assumed the role of flagship
for Freedom Train, with COMDESRON 33 as Commander Task
Unit 77.1.0 embarked.

On 12 April, Freedom Train was ordered to move further
north and strike a highway bridge at Ha Tinh. This was
the first attack against a target north of the 18th
parallel. That afternoon, the task unit again moved
farther north with additional firepower being supplied
by the presence of USS OKLAHOMA CITY in which Commander
SEVENTH Fleet was embarked. On the night of the 12th,

a message directed that a strike be made against a target
as near as possible to 19 degrees N. latitude and as
close to 2330 local time as possible. Once again JOSEPH
STRAUSS was called upon to perform the mission, and the
strike was made on time.

The remaining days on Freedom Train for STRAUSS were
employed in multiple strikes against targets in the area
of Vinh. However, on the 15th of April, targets were
assigned to the Loc Tien area, 65 miles south of Hanoi
proper. STRAUSS was detached from Freedom Train on the
night of the 15th to proceed to Danang for replacement of
both gun barrels.
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The period 16-20 April was spent in Danang alongside
the USS HECTOR receiving two new gun barrels, the first
re-gunning of a 5"/54 ever done by the HECTOR. On 21

April, STRAUSS returned to TU 70.8.%9 near the DMZ and
provided gunfire support for Republic of Vietnam forces

for four days before being directed to proceed to Subic

Bay for necessary maintenance following the previous month's
demanding operations.

JOSEPH STRAUSS arrived in Subic on 28 April and remained
there until 8 May receiving Ship Repair Facility assistance
on both gun mounts and the engineering plant. Four days
were spent in floating drydock for replacement of
bearings and seals in both rudders.

The ship departed Subic on 9 May enroute to the Gulf
of Tonkin. Upon arrival in the Gulf, she was assigned
to Task Unit 77.2.2, called Notification Line. Our
assignment was to notify any foreign shipping of the
mined North Vietnamese ports. Very few merchant ships
were sighted, however, and STRAUSS was assigned temporarily
to the South Search and Rescue station, an assignment
usually held by a DLG. Before departing Notification Line,
a change of command ceremony was held on the bridge of
JOSEPH STRAUSS. Commander James J. CLARKIN, Commanding
Officer since March 1971, was relieved by Lieutenant Commander
Shane P. DANIELS on 17 May.

On 23 May JOSEPH STRAUSS departed South SAR and
rendezvoused with Task Unit 77.1.2, one of the old Freedom
Train task units, now designated Linebacker. Due to the
fact that the North Vietnamese guns were only optically
controlled, all strikes were now being made at night.
During the day, the ships of the task unit would conduct
underway replenishments or just steam in holding stations
approximately 20 miles from the North Vietnamese coast.

JOSEPH STRAUSS participated in Linebacker operations
from 23 May until 4 June. An average of three nighttime
strikes were made daily on targets such as coastal defense
sites, communications stations, bridges, S2M sites and
supply depots. These targets were located along the North
Vietnamese coastline mainly between Dong Holi and Vinh.
Counterfire was encountered during most strikes, and it
was estimated, by counting the number of explosions in the
water on sonar, that the ship received over 2000 rounds
of hostile fire at distances of 100 to 2000 yards from the
ship.

2

B et T 1L




On the night of 4 June, while proceeding toward the
coast in company with USS BAUSELL and USS SARSFIELD,
JOSEPH STRAUSS encountered two large underwater explosions.
These explosions splashed water as high as the gun battery
director, over 80 feet above the water, and covered the
signal bridge with mud from the bottom of the Tonkin Gulf.
No enemy fire was observed and the explosions were
encountered at an approximate range of 24,000 yards from
the nearest point of land. A report issued by the Naval
Ship Research and Development Center stated that the
explosions were caused by underwater detonating devices
which were set off by STRAUSS as she passed nearby.

On the day following the explosions JOSEPH STRAUSS
was ordered to join Task Unit 70.8.9 at the DMZ even
though the ship had the forward gun mount, one missile
system, and one boiler inoperative as a result of shock
damage from the underwater explosions. The STRAUSS remained
on the gunline from 6 through 19 June and fired over 2500
rounds of 5"/54 ammunition from the one operating qun mount.
The targets fired upon were located between Quang Tri City
and Hue', and consisted mainly of suspected enemy positions,
petroleum storage areas and enemy anti-aircraft sites.

On 20 June, JOSEPH STRAUSS was detached from the
gunline and proceeded to Sasebho, Japan for general maintenance
and repair of damage caused by the 4 June explosions. The
ship arrived in Sasebo on 23 June after having spent 46
consecutive days at sea.

Underway from Sasebo on 30 June, JOSEPH STRAUSS
proceeded once again to the Gulf of Tonkin and rejoined
Task Unit 70.8.9. This task unit, which only four months
earlier had consisted of only two destroyers, now numbered
fifteen cruisers and destroyers. Included in this group
Were US55 NEWPORT NEWS, USS PROVIDENCE and USS OKLAHOMA
CITY. During the period 4-17 July, the STRAUSS provided

gunfire support for the ARVN forces trying to re-capture
Quang Tri City. Targets consisted mainly of suspected enemy
locations, North Vietnamese tanks, supply caches, and
anti-aircraft sites,

On 18 July, COMDESRON 33, embarked in STRAUSS, was
crdered to proceed south to Qui Nhan to form a new task
unit, TU 70.8.2, which would support the 22nd ARVN Operation
22-18, designed to detect and destroy Viet Cong strongholds
in that area. During the period 17-30 July, JOSEPH STRAUSS
served as flagship for CTU 70.8.2 and provided over 1200
rounds of 5"/54 ammunition in support of the ARVN forces.,
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On 31 ly, JOSEPH STRAUSS was re—-assigned to Task
Onit 70.8.9 and completed her gunline tour in the early
morning hours of 1 August by firing over 500 rounds of
ammunition within a four hour period in support of an
ARVN amphibious assault in Quang Tri Prowvince.

JOSEPH STRADSS spent the 2nd of August in transit to
Hong Kong, where she arrived on 3 August. The next week
spent in Hong Kong was for the sole purpose of rest and
relaxation for the crew. This was the first and only
true liberty port of the entire deployment. Departing
Hong Kong on 10 August, the STRAUSS arrived in Subic Bay
on 12 August to off-load ammunition and other "WESTPAC"
materials. Three days later STRAUSS, in company with
USS SAMPLE, USS WHIPPLE, USS OUELLET, USS ROARK, and
USS LOCKWOOD, commenced the long journey back to Pearl
Harbor. On the morning of 25 August, JOSEPH STRAUSS
arrived in Pearl Harbor to conclude her demanding
deployment.

The next month was spent in Pearl Harbor in a leave and
upkeep period. On 27 September JOSEPH STRAUSS entered
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard for Navy Distillate Fuel
Conversion. The Conversion lasted from 27 September to
8 December and involved many extensive changes and
replacements in the engineering plant. Included in
these were the replacement of three fuel oil service pumps,
cleaning of all fuel oil tanks, replacement or repair of
automatic combustion controls and replacement of
approximately 60% of all fuel oil piping. In addition,
the evaporators were completely overhauled, bottom blow
piping and scot blow piping was replaced, and cracks in
the boiler headers caused by the 4 June underwater explosions
were ground down and removed.

Also during the ND Fuel Conversion, on 3-4 November,
JOSEPH STRAUSS underwent the Nuclear Technical Proficiency
Inspection. At the completion of the inspection, an
adjective grade of outstanding was awarded JOSEPH STRAUSS
by Commander Cruiser=Destroyer Force, Pacific.

JOSEPH STRAUSS was underway for the first time in
nearly four months on 11 December for local operations and
type training. A surface gunnery and air gunnery exercise
were both completed successfully. These were followed by
the firing of two exercise ASROC torpedoes and two
exercise conventional torpedoes later in the week. Two
of the four shots were evaluated as hits; the only factor
preventing the other two shots from being hits was the
malfunction of the torpedo itself.




e e B L.
Ly . o o e e

Fakid B Ba 2By
JOSEPH STRAUSS returned to Pearl Harbor on 15
December and almost immediately commenced her Combat
Systems Readiness Test. These tests were conducted

by technicians from NSMSES, NOSSOPAC and MOTU ONE, and

b BE £a G Y

were designed to completely evaluate the material condition

of the missile battery, the gun battery, the anti-
submarine battery, electronic equipment and communications
equipment. Very few discrepancies were noted and the

inspection was completed successfully on 22 December.

The remainder of the year was spent in a holiday leave
and upkeep period in Pearl Harbor.

3. SPECIAL TOPICS

The major accomplishments of USS JOSEPH STRAUSS
during 1972 were during the WESTPAC deployment from
January to Bugust. The following significant "firsts"
were recorded by the STRAUSS during that period:

a. On 1 April, the JOSEPH STRAUSS was the first
ship to receive hostile fire from the invading North
Vietnamese forces approximately five miles south of the
DM7Z .

k. On 5 April, the JOSEPH STRAUSS was the first ship
to provide gunfire inside North Vietnam after the start
of the North Vietnamese invasion. This was a solo strike
against a Surface-to-Air Missile site and a bridge over
which military supplies were being transported to the
South. Air reconnaissance reported the next day that
the SAM site had been completely destroyed. This strike
was also the first inside North Vietnam by a United
States vessel since mid-1968.

During the deployment, the STRAUSS fired 15,246
rounds of 5"/54 ammunition into Military Regions I
and IT in support of U. S. Marines and Republic of
Vietnam Army troops and into North Vietnam against
missile sites, bridges, communications stations, supply
depots, and artillery sites. These rounds were fired
without a single personnel casualty and without incident.
Also during the deployment, the STRAUSS made 71 underway
replenishments with no personnel casualties.

10
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EVENT OPCON

Chopped to CTF 75. Navy Unit TE «Fh
Commendation presented to
STRAUSS by COMDESRON. 33
Underway, transit to Sasebo,
Japan
Upkeep Sasebo, Japan
Underway, transit to Gulf of Tonkin
Served as Commander Taiwan Patrcl
Force (CTG 72.1)

Relieved USS STIEN (DE-1065) PIRAZ LR S

Escort ship for USS FOX (DLG-33)

Relieved USS LONG BEACH (CGN-9) £ R

as AAW Picket ship under (CTU 77.0.1)
AAW Picket escort - USS WHIPPLE (DE-1062)
COMDESRON 32 Embarked relieved by USS
DECATUR (DDG 31)
Relieved USS BENJAMIN  STODDERT (DDG 22)
PTRAZ Escort ship for USS STERETT (DLG-31)
COMDESRON. 33 disembarked
Underway transit to Kaohsiung, Tawain
Relieved as PIRAZ Escort ship by USS
EDSON (DD-95u5)
SAR Taiwan - in process of storm
evasion iLcaihj O provide assistance
GLOMAR 4 drilling rig in Taiwan StﬂdlL
Inport Kaohsiung, Ta for tender
availability “ﬂTlG th USS
PRAIRIE (AD-15)
U:ﬁerviy, Transit to Gulf of Tonkin
Served as Ccsm:“d:r Taiwan Paitrol
Forece (CTE 72.1)
Relieved USS BENJAMIN STODDERT (DDG 22)
AS USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43) escort
and CTU 77.3.2
Relieved by U57 EEZ?PLE (DE-1062) as
USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43) escort and
CTF 77.3.2)
Enroute AAW Picket Station
Relieved USS BENJAMIN STODDERT (DDG 22)
as AAW Picket ship and CIU 77.0.1
cket cscsri USS QUELLET fjﬁwlﬂTT}
i 5) relieved USS QUELLET
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! AAW Picket escort ship
as iﬁw Picket ship and CTU
by COMDESRON NINE embarked in
N PAUL JONES (DDG 32)
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DATE

B Aug - Aug

8 Aug - 1§ Aug

9 Aug

16 Aug - 17 Aug
18 Aug - 28 Aug
18 Aug

26 Aug

28 Aug

28 Aug - 29 Aug
30 Aug - 1 Sep

1 Sep

2 Sep - 18 Sep

25 Sep

19 Sep

20 Sep - 23 Se
23 Sep

24 Sep ~ 27 Sep
26 Sep

28 Sep - 7 Oct
8 Qot 9 Dot
Eii et = 15 fot
LG iahs = Tl ey s
LBl [@ne = R (e
&L Hleke

26 Qet

27 Qct -~ 28 Oct
SN E ot — T Moy
23 Qet - 5 Nov
30 QetE - 31 dek

=

EYENT - QPCON
Transit to Hong Xong, B.C.C et A

Port visit Hong Xong B.C.C
Underway for storm evasion to evade
tropical storm Georgia :
Underway, enroute Gulf of Tonkin
Relieved COMDESRON NINE embarked in CTU
USS JOHN PAUL JONE (DDG 32) as AAW
Picket ship and CTU 77.0.1. AAW Picket
escort. USS HAMMOND (DE-1067)
USS WHIFPPLE (DE-1062) relieved USS
FRANCIS HAMMOND (DE-1067) as AAW
PICKET Escort
COMDESEON 33 embarked.
Relieved by USS PARSONS (DDG 3
AAW Picket ship and CTU 77.0.1
Enroute Subic OPAREAS TE
Relieved USS OUELLET (DE-1077) as T3

O
USS CORAL SEA (CVAO43) plane guard
ST R
Relievedibv USS OUELLET AS USS CORAL TF
SEA plane guard and CTU 77.3.2 transited
to Subic Bay, R.P.
Upkeep Subic Bay, R.P.
B RO ':"" Neharkad
':I ES {} Ar LA L .\-\_FC-I.
Type _ra;n;:g Subic Opareas conducted
ASW ﬂﬁS with USS GRAYBACK (LPSS5-574)
Port visit Manila TE

COMDESRON 33 embarked
Transit tc Singapore
Crossed the Equator
Upkeep Singapore
Transit to Sattehip, Thailand
Port visit Sattahip, Thailand
Enroute Gulf ‘on
Relieved USS SAMPLE (DE-1018) as TU
PIRAZ excort for US5 ENGLAND (DLG 22)
USS ENGLAND (DLG 22) relieved as PIRAZ
by USS PREBLE (DLG 15)

;

Relieved by USS BENJAMIN STODDERT
(DDG 22} as PIRAZ escort.
Transit to Subic Bay, R.P. TF
Upkeep Subic
Drydocked
NTPIL
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7 Nowv
13 Now
14 Now
13 Now
19 Now
21 MNov
22 Nov
25 Nov
29 Nowv
29 Mow
1 Dec
4 Dec
8 Dec

17 Now

21

24 MNav

7 Dac

Mowv

USN, Relieved by
BENNETT, USN, a= CO,
STRAUSS (DDE 15)
Type Training - Subic Oparea
Port wvisit, San Fernando, R.P.
Transit/Brief stop for fuel at
Subie, R.P.
FIREX for Third Mar
Gunnery School
BT E S R
NGFS Qualifications
complex, R.

ﬁDh U »
USS JOSEPH

nport Subiec Bay, R.P
Transit to MIDPAC under command of TU
COMDESRON 33 in company with USS
BENJAMIN STODDERT (DDG 22), USS
WHIPPLE (DE-1062),USS OUELLET
(DE-1077) and USS SAMPLE (DE-1048)
ASW Operations with USS GEORGE
WASHINGTON (SSBN-598)
Brief stop for fuel at Guam, Marianas
Islands
Chopped to Third Fleet ?caﬁj Force T3
Brief stop for fuel at Midway Island
Leave/upkeep Pearl TH

Iy Enclosure (1)




Bagsic Narpative

1. Command Organization and Relations

a. Commander shane P. DANIELS, USN, was relieved as Commanding
Officer, USS JOSEPH STRAUSS (DDG 15) by Commander David M.
EENNETT, USN, on 2 November 1973.

b. During 1972 USS JOSEPH STRAUSS was homeported in Pearl

Harbor, Hawaii.

o At the end of 1973, sht
21 officers and 300 enliste d meT!.

2. Summary of Operations.

JOSEPH STRAUSS began 197
upkeep period in Pearl Harb

On 5 January JOSEPH STRAU
inspection of the Engineering
control system.

= O
L

rway for a successful
tic-combustion

On 8 J;nuary she entered Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard for
a three week restricted availability pericd. During this same
period JOSEPH STRAUSS successfully completed the Annual Iype
Commander's Medical and 3M Inspections, and the Command
Administrative Pre-deployment Inspection.

From 230 Jan - ? Feb JOSEPE STRAUSS was underway pPEPa“lng
for and completing the Operational Readinﬁss Inspection in
preparation for the forthcoming deployment. On 1 Feb STRAUSS
became an element of the newly established Third Fleet.

Again from 5 thru 7 Feb STRAUSS was underway for loecal
operations. This time completing Maval Gunfire Support

Qualifications at the KAHOOLAWE Tsland range.

On 8 Feb STRAUSS became an element of the Third Fleet Ready
Force and began extensive preparations for the coming deployment.
This included underway training periods during 20-22 Feb and 5-9
Mar. The rapidly changing situation in Southeast Asia caused
the deployment to be delayed to a May sailing date.

From 19 Mar to 15 April STRAUSS was a]aqcﬁidc the USS
BRYCE CANYON for an extended Tender availabi lity period to
accomplish many necessary repairs pricr to deployment.

From 23 to 27 April STRAUSS, in company with USS KNOX{DE-1052},
US5 QUELLET (DE-1077),USS WHEP?LE (DE-1062), USS BENJAMIN STODDERT
(DDG 22), USS BARBEL, (S5-580) and USS CHIPOLA (A0=-63), all under
the operational command of Commander Destroyer Squadron Thirty-
Threr, participated in the COMPTUEX “ﬁu?E exercise conducted in
Hawaiian waters. This exercise provided valuable training in
communications, weapons, manusvering and variaus other operational
evolutions

Enclosure (1)
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With only a brief additional twec weeks of preparation, STRAUSS
deployed to the Western Pacific on 1 May under command of
Cdmmander Destroyer Sguadron Thrity-Three, in company with USS
BENJAMTN STODDERT, USS QUELLET and USS WHIPPFLE. On 17 May
STRAUSS made a brief fuel stop at Midway, and on 24 May arrived
for a two day stop at Yokosuka, Japan. While in Yokosuka,
COMDESRON 33 presented STRAUSS with the Navy Unit Ccmmendation
earned for the 1972 Deployment.

On 26 May STRAUSS departed for Sasebo, Japan, arriving
there on 28 May to ccmmence a five day upkeep pericd.

Also during the later part of May conversion tTo Amercyal
evaporator water treatment was completed at a cost of
approximately 5750 and 100 ships force manhours. This
conversion resulted in significantly increased fresh water
production and less evapcrator maintenance and down time.

(Operations summaries for June thru November are contained
in Part III, Documentary Annexes)

On 7 December 1973 JOSPEH STRAUSS ret
of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and concluded th
with a leave/upkeep periocd.

-
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d to her homeport
ar as it was began --
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Basic Narrative

l. Command Organization and Relations
a. U35 JOSEPH STRAUSS was commanded by CDR David M. BENNETT
b. From 1 Januvary toc 29 June,

k=l
homeported in Pearl Harbor. On 30 June, h
changed te Bremerton, Washington.

H STRAUSS was
cmeport was

£

1l of 1
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Officers and 285
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company was composed of 19
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2. Summary of Operztion

JOSEFH STRAUSS began 197% in an upkeep period in Pearl Harbor.

From 7 January tc 13 January, an Engineering Operational
Sequﬁpﬁing System (EQSS) uas i:ftallei aboard STRAUSS. EOSS is a
set of real time instructions for lighting off and operating

the engineering plant.
STRAUSS was in Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard from 15 JAN — 23
January for a restricted avai--4¢1__J to repalir an expansicn
joint in number 1 fireroom.

From 21 January = 31 January, personnel Ifreom Fuget Sound
Naval Shipyard performed a pre—overhaul test and inspection
(POT & I) to determine the nature and extent of .repairs needed

in the upcoming overhaul,
STRAUSS had a routine itender awvailability with USS BERYCE
CANYON from 28 January — 22 February.

Re;resenfat*vas of the Human Resources Management Center were
aboard from 11 Februery to 15 February to as ssist the ship in
furthering the Navy's Human Goals Programs.

On 18 ~ 27 February the ship's Electroni nfiguration

T o]
m (SECAS) Team from the 8 ego division of the
LS

Accounting Syste £
Nawval Ship's Engineering Center was aboard t nventory and
validate the ship's installed electronic suit.
On 26 Fcbru“rj, STRAUSS was certified as a level 3, class 4
helicopter facility by the U.S. Naval Air Engineering Center,
Phl adelphia., This enables her to receive vertical TLPlEWlSlmﬂ“+5

from helicopters during daylight hours.

From 28 February to 4 March, JOSEPH STRAUSS underwent an
underway material inspection given by the Pacific Fleet
INSURV Board. -

Friom 27 — 23 A

D 'RAUSS operated with USS BLUEBAEX,
acting &s Submarine fess




Nawal
JOSEPH
be per

Representatives from Puget Sound
Cruiser-Destroyer Force Pacific, and
STRAUSS to determine what work would
upcoming overhaul, and who would fund the

Shipyard. Commander

STRAUSS met aboard

formed during the
work.

On 8 May, STRAUSS was again submarine targei vessel for

USS BLUEBACK.

15 May to 21 May found STRAUSS in transit from Pearl Harbor,
to Bremerion, ﬁashlngtcn,

The period of 22 May — 30 June was used to get a "runnin
start" in the upcoming overhaul. STRAUSS' homeport was
offieially changed to Bremerton, Eisf;jgicn on 30 June.

On 1 July, JOSEFH STRAUSS' 9 month, $15 million overhaul
commenced. Major changes scheduled to be zccomplished include:
Installation of two new 750 kw ship's service turho éureratcrs, a
new 65 ton air conditioner and type II refrigerant dehydrators;
major modifications to all four boilers, irﬁlhélnE shock~—
hardened brickwork, fuel oil piping mcdifications, and replacement
of tubes, installations of phase I aqueous fire 41gn+1ng foam
system; updating the TARTAR missile system with the standard anti-
radiation/active missiles; installation of a closed—circuit TV
system, new galley, laundry and scullery eguipments; and
refurbishment of all berthing compartments.

On 31 July, STRAUSS was drydocked in dock No. 6, PSN5Y.

On 1 October, JOSEPH STRAUSS became part of Destroyer
Squadron 25. She had been a member of Destroyer Sguadrcn 35
from 7-30 September, and had previcusly been a member of
Destroyer Squadron 33. On the same day RADM Mark W. WOODS,
COMCRUDESPAC, wvisited STRAUSS to make a personal assessment of her

progress in :hc cverhaul.
On 11 Novemher, VADM J.H. DOYLE, COMTHTRDFLT, vlaltec
STRAUSS, December & hrought ancother visit from RADM WOOD=.
STRAUSS sailors enjoyed a well deserved holiday leave

period from 16 — 31 December




2 July 1973

Operational Summary for the Month of June 1973 (1)

1. Operations. JOSEPH S xperienced the full
spactrum of Yankee stat ens with the exception
of Carrier excort. Thes +s proved beneficial
in increasing the overa iness of the command.
Considerable ewperience was also pained in the area of
Intelligence collection. The Initial sighting of a pre-
iocusly unknown type of 1 Combatant Vessel on

—nitiative in the
" i =
T ntelligence infor-
weted nine UNREPS during June,

imely and accurate rep
mation. JOSEPH STRA

one of which was =

v
7 June 1973 penerated i
t

2. Material Cond JOSEPH STRAUSS exnpenr-
iencad four major 1z June-NR1 Cleaver Brooksa
Flash type distilling L. the AN/WLR-1D, the AN/SPS-U0
and 1B turbine driven 3 densate pump. Cnly the AM/
SP5-%0 and 1B turbine 7 maln condensate pump remain
as outstanding CASREPTS. Particularly noteworthy was the
assistance given by A 1in afiecting overnight re-
pairs to my evapor ndansate pump motor and ERF
Subiec in providing L assistance and spare parts
suppeort r the AN he AN/SPS-40 is operational
at F5% ] EPT pending arrival
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t that the condengate
Kachsiung.

maintained C-1 reard-

J d
iness in zall arcas =ption of lilve submarine
operations and 1s, The following reqiiroed
exercises were ducted during June:
ELINTER Z-21-% VERTREP
£-2-CI 7-28-83 ASBROC PEARM
LIVE AAWEX (112 hours) Z-28-S i MISSILE REAERM
A-BE-AA R-23-8 GUN AMMO REAEM
T-17-AN T-29-5  REFUEL
£-10-GM & unciations Packare
A-13~GM tull period termination yvre
activated on 0922007 June and
y vas deastivated on 2804007 JTune
; Receiving continuity durine this
period was 96.1%




2 (bJ The services of two TSU personnel shipriders
wene ‘obtained from MAVSECGRUDET Yokosuka, Japan from 1
through 16 June. The shipriders proved invaluable in
training ship's ;e55:13e1 in the practicalaaspects of

ELINT collect;_” in WESTPAC.

ted in 214 live in-

2} Conirp esul
- sitive control.
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cercaepes 4du Tine &8

ing and air in-
June and provﬁd
short advance notice
heduled for a Saiurﬂﬂy,

C“"‘"LFS RAFT personnal
~-six men sucezs [u+1;
'ians eéucaLlan, in-

\EE staif personnel.

the ideal twenty mem-
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OPERATIONAL SUMMARY FOR THE MONTHE OF AUGUST 1875 |

On 23 July, JOSEPH STRAUSS relieved USS BENJAMIN STODDERT as
AAW Picket ship and CTU 77.0.1. Commander Destroyer Squadron Nine,
embarked in USS JOHN PAUL JONES (DDG-32), relieved JOSEPH STRAUSS
on & August, and STRAUSS commenced transit to Homg Kongz, BCC.
From 8 thru 15 August, JOSEPH STRAUSS enjoyed a port visit in
Hong Kong. The visit was interrupted by one day undervay (10 Aug)
to evade tropieal storm Georgia, which was threatening the Hong Kong
area. From 18 thru 28 August, JOSEPH STRAUSS again assumed the role
of AAW Picket ship and CTU 77.0.1 in the Guif of Tonkin. Relieved
by the USS PARSONS (DDG-33) on 28 August, JOSEPH STRAUSS concluded

the month enroute to Subic Bay, R.P.

UNDERWAY REPLENTSHUENTS: Refueling - 5

Stores/provisions - 2

DAYS UNDERWAY THIS MONTH: 25
DAYS UNDERWAY SINCE 14 MAY: 89




